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its turn from the countries to the south of it in the
western parts of our hemisphere *.

Our theory of the variable winds is still too imper-
fect to attempt any thing like a satisfactory explanation
of them. They evidently stamp the nature of every
climate, and therefore depend upon causes which act
with uniformity, notwithstanding all their apparent ir-
regularity. They are all intimately connected with
each other, and probably succeed each other in a cer-
tain order, though that order has not hitherto been ob-
served. All that can be done at present is to offer a
few unconnected remarks.

Winds appear usually to begin at that point towards
which they blowf. They must therefore be owing to
a rarefaction or displacing of the air in some particular
quarter, either by the action of heat or some other cause.
This is more particularly the case when the wind blows
with violence. Hurricanes are uniformly preceded by
si great fall of the barometer : and the wind often flows
in every direction towards the place,where the barome-
ter stands so low. One would be tempted in this case
to suppose the sudden decomposition of a portion of the
atmosphere. Strong north-east winds have been re-
peatedly observed beginning at the quarter towards
which they flow. In 1740 Dr Franklin was prevented
from observing an eclipse of the moon at Philadelphia
by a north-east storm, which came on about seven
o'clock in the evening. He was surprised to find after-
wards that it had not come on at Boston till near II
o'clock : and upon comparing all the accounts which he
received from the several colonies of {the beginning of
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